
6th Cycle 2023-2031 
Housing Element Adoption Hearing 
City Council Meeting
Tuesday, June 4, 2024
City Hall Council Chamber, 5:30pm

June 4, 2024



Agenda
1. General Plan Update and Housing Element Overview
2. Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA)
3. Housing Opportunities in Sand City
4. Key Implementation Programs
5. Community Engagement Meetings
6. Collaboration with HCD
7. Environmental Review
8. Next Steps
9. Implementation Progress
10. Grant Funding
11.Recommendation



General Plan Update
The Housing Element is part of the General Plan, 
adopted in 2002. 

1. Introduction
2. Land Use Element*
3. Circulation* and Public Facilities
4. Housing Element*
5. Conservation* and Open Space*
6. Public Safety* and Noise*

*State mandated elements (7)

Sand City General Plan

https://www.sandcity.org/home/showpublisheddocument/3942/638415117988430000


Response to Housing Crisis
● 2.5 million homes needed statewide

● Monterey County is located within the Association of 
Monterey Bay Area Governments (AMBAG) region

● The State allocated 33,274 housing units to the AMBAG 
region, which includes two counties (Santa Cruz, 
Monterey, and San Benito) and 18 cities

● Sand City has been allocated 260 housing units for the 6th 
cycle planning period (2023-2031)



Housing Opportunities

Sand City RHNA: 
98 low-income units
49 moderate-income units
113 above moderate-income units
Total: 260 units

● Eight housing opportunity sites and three pipeline projects to accommodate:
• Lower-income: 117 units
• Moderate-income: 56 units
• Above moderate-income: 332 units

Total: 505 units (94% buffer)



Key Implementation Programs
● Program 1A: Develop the South of Tioga Area with Multi-Family Residential
● Program 1C: West End Housing Diversity Overlay
● Program 1E: Update the General Plan
● Program 1G: Objective Design and Development Standards - adopted
● Program 1J: Reduce Minimum Parking Standards
● Program 1K: Accessory Dwelling Unit and Junior Accessory Dwelling Unit
● Program 1O: Update Permit Database - in progress
● Program 1S: Changes to the Zoning Code
● Program 3D: Emergency Shelters
● Program 3I: Surplus Local Land for Affordable Housing
● Program 5A: Fair Housing Services and Information



Community Engagement Meetings
● February 21, 2023: City Council Meeting -

Project Kick-off
● May 16, 2023: City Council Meeting -

Review Public Draft Housing Element
● August 15, 2023: City Council Meeting -

Council Guidance for HCD Initial Draft 
Housing Element

● September 5, 2023: City Council Meeting -
Discussion of Objective Design and 
Development Standards (ODDS)

● November 7, 2023: City Council Meeting -
Council Approval of Prohousing 
Designation

● June 4, 2024: City Council Meeting -
Adoption hearing

City Council Agendas and Minutes

https://www.sandcity.org/government/agendas-and-minutes


Community Engagement: 
Communication
● Dedicated project webpage:

2023-2031 Housing Element Update

● Official City Website
https://www.sandcity.org/government/agendas-and-minutes

● Herald Notifications
● Monterey Weekly Notifications
● Informational brochures

https://www.sandcity.org/government/city-departments/planning-department/2023-2031-housing-element-update-2-0
https://www.sandcity.org/government/agendas-and-minutes






Collaboration with HCD
● September 26, 2023: Submitted first draft of the housing element to HCD for 90-day review
● November 23, 2023: Received preliminary review comments from HCD
● December 21, 2023: Received formal 90-day review findings letter from HCD
● February 9-16, 2024: Revised draft posted for seven day public comment period
● February 28, 2024: Submitted revised draft to HCD for 60-day review
● April 12, 2024: Received mid-review comments from HCD
● April 16-23, 2024: Revised draft posted for seven day public comment period
● April 24, 2024: Received additional comments from HCD
● May 10-17, 2024: Revised draft posted for seven day public comment period
● May 20, 2024: Submitted revised draft to HCD
● May 24, 2024: Received letter of substantial compliance from HCD
● June 4, 2024: Adoption hearings with City Council
● June 7, 2024: Submit Adopted Housing Element to HCD
● June 10-14, 2024: Receive formal certification of Housing Element from HCD



Environmental Review (CEQA)
● The City has undertaken environmental review for the proposed 6th Cycle 2023-2031 Housing 

Element Update.
● The Housing Element qualifies for a categorical exemption under Article 19, Section 15332 of 

the California Environmental Quality Act.
○ The Housing Element meets the criteria for Class 32, which is characterized by infill development 

projects:
■ The project is consistent with the applicable general plan designation and all applicable general plan policies as well as 

with applicable zoning designation and regulations;
■ The proposed development occurs within city limits on a project site of no more than five acres substantially 

surrounded by urban uses;
■ The project site has no value as habitat for endangered, rare or threatened species;
■ Approval of the project would not result in any significant effects relating to traffic, noise, air quality, or water quality; 

and 
■ The site can be adequate served by all required utilities and public services. 

● If approved by the Council, the City will file a NOE with the County Clerk to memorialize the 
categorical exemption. 



Next Steps
● Submit an adopted Housing Element to HCD for formal certification
● Receive formal certification letter from HCD
● Housing Element Implementation

○ Amendments to Zoning Code 



Implementation Progress
● Objective Design and 

Development Standards 
(ODDS) adopted May 21, 2024

● City is in escrow for privately-
owned parcel adjacent to Art 
Park 

● Zoning Code Amendment 
Contract approved on April 16, 
2024 

● Amendments to parking 
standards have begun

● Initiated iWorq Database to 
track development permits



Grant Funding Available Upon Adoption
● Permanent Local Housing Allocation (PLHA) (2023-2030) – received

● Affordable Housing and Sustainable Communities (AHSC)
● SB 1 Planning Grants

● CalHOME Program

● Infill Infrastructure Grants (IIG)

● Prohousing Designation Program – received

● Local Housing Trust Fund Program (LHTF)

● Regional Transportation Funding



Recommendation
Staff recommends that the City Council:

1. Adopt a Resolution 2024-XX adopting a CEQA Exemption for the 2023-2031 
Housing Element of the General Plan; and

2. Adopt Resolution 2024-XX approving a General Plan Amendment to repeal 
the 2015-2023 Housing Element and adopt the 2023-2031 Housing Element of 
the General Plan in compliance with State housing element law.


